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Welcome to Visit County Durham - the tourism management agency for County Durham which works on behalf of businesses and public agencies to support the growth and development of the county's visitor economy.

Visit County Durham has strategic responsibility for tourism and performs the functions of destination management and marketing in the county. Many others are involved in delivering a vibrant visitor economy, one organisation cannot do it alone, which is why we are a partnership.

Our aim is to place the visitor at the heart of everything we do.
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                            Durham’s visitor economy hits £1 billion milestone

                            Tourism contributed more than £1 billion to Durham’s economy for the first time ever in 2022, the latest industry research has revealed.
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                            Tourism Superstar Nominations

                            Applications are now open for Durham Tourism Superstar 2024. Help us to showcase the very best visitor welcome and customer service.

                            
                                
                            
                        

                    


                
                    
                        
                            Join Us

                            From attractions and accommodation providers to places to eat, things to do and local suppliers, Visit County Durham Partnership brings benefits through promoting and developing any type or size of business.
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                            Filming Friendly Durham

                            Supporting production companies, filmmakers and photographers, make Durham your next destination.
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                            Business Events and Conference Market

                            The county’s new website for conference, meeting and event venues.
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                            Find a Supplier

                            Visit County Durham work with a number of Supplier Partner’s who offer services which are directly relevant to tourism businesses.
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                                    ...

                                    17.91m

                                    (Visitors Annually)

                                

                            

                                                                                                                    
                                
                                    
                                        Visits to Attractions
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                                    4.6m

                                    (75 Attractions)
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                                    [image: Accommodation in Durham]


[image: Accommodation in Durham]
[image: Accommodation in Durham]


                                    ...

                                    9%

                                    (Overnight Stays)
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                                    11,724

                                    (Jobs Within the Industry)
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                            £1.04bn

                            (Annual Income)
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                                                                        Industry
                                                                    

                            
                                More than 150 traders confirmed for Bishop Auckland Food Festival                            

                            
                                10 Apr 2024                            

                            
                                Curries, crepes, cocktails and mocktails will be among the mouthwatering delights on offer at next weekend’s Bishop Auckland Food Festival. Durham County Council, which organises the festival, has confirmed more than 150 traders from County Durham and beyond will be taking stalls at the event on Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 April. And alongside the […]                            

                                                            
                                    Read More 
                                    
                                        about More than 150 traders confirmed for Bishop Auckland Food Festival                                    
                                
                                
                                                        

                    


                    
                    
                        
                                                        
                                [image:  Specialist markets coming to 11 County Durham centres]


[image:  Specialist markets coming to 11 County Durham centres]
[image:  Specialist markets coming to 11 County Durham centres]


                                                                        Industry
                                                                    

                            
                                Specialist markets coming to 11 County Durham centres                            

                            
                                5 Apr 2024                            

                            
                                New markets ranging from street food to Christmas markets will be coming to locations across County Durham. Durham County Council has procured specialist social enterprise Baccanalia to organise bespoke markets at 11 centres across the county. Ranging from craft markets, street food, farmers’ markets, vintage fayres and Christmas markets, the events will run across the […]                            

                                                            
                                    Read More 
                                    
                                        about Specialist markets coming to 11 County Durham centres                                    
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                                                                        Industry
                                                                    

                            
                                DDP Update Reminder                            

                            
                                3 Apr 2024                            

                            
                                A reminder that the next Destination Development Partnership update is being held online on Thursday 18th April at 8:30am. Hear from Visitor Economy leaders on a range of topics and updates from the programmes being delivered as part of the Destination Development Partnership Pilot. Reserve your place.                            

                                                            
                                    Read More 
                                    
                                        about DDP Update Reminder                                    
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                                Humble Bee                            

                            
                                At Humble Bee we are proud to support honeybees and pollinators in the Durham area. Come and join us for our incredible Bee Experience set in 60 acres of wildflowers and get hands on with our Local Honeybees. Pick up a ‘pot of Sunshine' with our Award-winning Honey, produced just outside the city centre by […]                            

                                                            
                                    Read More about Humble Bee
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                                Towergate Insurance Brokers                            

                            
                                Towergate have been insuring businesses in the North East of England since 1973. With our expertise in the Leisure and Hospitality Sectors, we have been offering both packaged and bespoke risk management and insurance solutions to businesses of all sizes for decades.  Whatever your business, it is essential to carry out a periodic review of […]                            

                                                            
                                    Read More about Towergate Insurance Brokers
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                                Coghlans Artisan Bakery                            

                            
                                Coghlans at Barningham's Artisan Bakery has been created within the old stable block and coach house at Barningham Park, a classic estate where the bakehouse and kitchen hosts a range of artisan products from bread and chocolates and your daily essential needs. Coghlans handmade bread use no preservatives food colours or artificial flavours, just a natural product from […]                            

                                                            
                                    Read More about Coghlans Artisan Bakery
                                
                                
                                                        

                    


                    
                    
                        
                                                        
                                [image: Host & Stay Property Management]


[image: Host & Stay Property Management]
[image: Host & Stay Property Management]


                            

                            
                                Host & Stay Property Management                            

                            
                                Born in 2017, we are a family-owned property management company with a desire to lead the change in an age-old industry. Founded in the family’s home region of North Yorkshire, our mission has always been to help holiday homeowners unlock the potential in their homes with new methods for new times. We’re here to change […]                            

                                                            
                                    Read More about Host & Stay Property Management
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                                VCD Blog - Celebrating International Women’s Day 2024                            

                            
                                Today (Friday 8 March) is International Women’s Day, a global celebration of the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women. It is a chance to reflect on the remarkable feats of women, past and present, while also recognising the amazing women we encounter in our own personal and professional lives. Ultimately, International Women’s Day […]                            

                                                            
                                    Read More 
                                    
                                        about VCD Blog - Celebrating International Women’s Day 2024                                    
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                                VCD Blog - Working together for Durham and the North East                            

                            
                                At Visit County Durham we are proud to be a part of a proactive network of regional partners working together to promote and develop Durham and North East England as destinations. As one of the three Local Visitor Economy Partnerships piloting England’s first Destination Development Partnership, we work closely with NewcastleGateshead Initiative and Visit Northumberland, […]                            

                                                            
                                    Read More 
                                    
                                        about VCD Blog - Working together for Durham and the North East                                    
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                                A destination for all: Accessibility takes centre stage at tourism conference                            

                            
                                Ensuring an excellent welcome for all visitors was the key theme of Visit County Durham’s 2023 Industry Conference.                            

                                                            
                                    Read More 
                                    
                                        about A destination for all: Accessibility takes centre stage at tourism conference                                    
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                                Research reveals Memorable Moments marketing campaign generated millions in visitor spend                            

                            
                                Visit County Durham’s national destination marketing campaign, Memorable Moments, generated £86.6 million in visitor spend, research has revealed.                            

                                                            
                                    Read More 
                                    
                                        about Research reveals Memorable Moments marketing campaign generated millions in visitor spend                                    
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 Marketing   activity   promotes   participating   businesses,   driving   footfall   to   those   taking   part.
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                New   markets   ranging   from   street   food   to   Christmas   markets   will   be   coming   to   locations   across   County   Durham.
 
 
 
 Durham   County   Council   has   procured   specialist   social   enterprise   BACCANALIA   to   organise   bespoke   markets   at   11   centres   across   the   county.
 
 
 
 Ranging   from   craft   markets,   street  ...food,   farmers’   markets,   vintage   fayres   and   Christmas   markets,   the   events   will   run   across   the   calendar   year   and   build   on   previous   events   which   have   been   held   in   Bishop   Auckland.
 
 
 
 Find   out   more   here   👇
 
 https://www.visitcountydurham.org/news/specialist-markets-coming-to-11-county-durham-centres/
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                        [image: Supplier Partner Arty Inc. has over 19 years experience within the creative arts and is highly passionate about Graphic Design, Photography, Filmmaking, Video Editing and Animation.  Find out how you could work with them to create bespoke content for your online presence here 👇 https://www.visitcountydurham.org/supplier/arty-inc/?parent=suppliers-to-industry/]
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                Supplier   Partner   Arty   Inc.   has   over   19   years   experience   within   the   creative   arts   and   is   highly   passionate   about   Graphic   Design,   Photography,   Filmmaking,   Video   Editing   and   Animation.
 
 
 
 Find   out   how   you   could   work   with   them   to   create   bespoke   content   for   your   online   presence   here   👇
 
...https://www.visitcountydurham.org/supplier/arty-inc/?parent=suppliers-to-industry/
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                Make sure you never miss out on the latest industry news with our Wednesday Grapevine e-newsletter.



Sign up here 👇

https://tinyurl.com/27h89c8v
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                Having your event listed on Thisisdurham.com is valuable exposure to thousands of visitors to Durham.



If you have an event or an exhibition that you’d like us to include in our Week Ahead events listing guide you can submit this easily here 👇

https://tinyurl.com/545fznfk
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                        [image: A reminder that the next Destination Development Partnership update is being held online on Thursday 18th April at 8:30am.  Hear from Visitor Economy leaders on a range of topics and updates from the programmes being delivered as part of the Destination Development Partnership Pilot.   Reserve your place here 👇 https://tinyurl.com/4was5rdb]
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                A   reminder   that   the   next   Destination   Development   Partnership   update   is   being   held   online   on   Thursday   18th   April   at   8:30am.   
 
 Hear   from   Visitor   Economy   leaders   on   a   range   of   topics   and   updates   from   the   programmes   being   delivered   as   part   of   the   Destination   Development   Partnership   Pilot.   
 
 
 
...Reserve   your   place   here   👇
 
 https://tinyurl.com/4was5rdb
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                        [image: The search is back on for Durham’s Tourism Superstars! 🌟 We are asking for nominations for people working in any part of the visitor economy, who are able to represent their profession.   Find out more and nominate here 👇 https://www.visitcountydurham.org/durham-tourism-superstar/]
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                The   search   is   back   on   for   Durham’s   Tourism   Superstars!   🌟
 
 We   are   asking   for   nominations   for   people   working   in   any   part   of   the   visitor   economy,   who   are   able   to   represent   their   profession.   
 
 
 
 Find   out   more   and   nominate   here   👇
 
...https://www.visitcountydurham.org/durham-tourism-superstar/
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                        [image: Lucy Whitehead, a young gardener at The Auckland Project in Bishop Auckland, has won an award for Young Horticulturalist of the Year.  She’ll be representing the ‘Northern’ category at the finals of the competition which is organised by the Chartered Institute for Horticulture.   Read more here 👇 https://tinyurl.com/33ay96hr]
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                Lucy   Whitehead,   a   young   gardener   at   The   Auckland   Project   in   Bishop   Auckland,   has   won   an   award   for   Young   Horticulturalist   of   the   Year.   
 
 She’ll   be   representing   the   ‘Northern’   category   at   the   finals   of   the   competition   which   is   organised   by   the   Chartered   Institute   for   Horticulture.   
 
 
 
...Read   more   here   👇
 
 https://tinyurl.com/33ay96hr
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                        [image: Restoration works to "protect the future" of the popular Killhope are set to take place throughout this year, thanks to a £500,000 funding boost. This means the venue will have to close for the 2024 season.  Find out more here 👇  https://tinyurl.com/yzfah4jb]
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                Restoration works to "protect the future" of the popular Killhope are set to take place throughout this year, thanks to a £500,000 funding boost. This means the venue will have to close for the 2024 season.



Find out more here 👇 

https://tinyurl.com/yzfah4jb
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